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as opponents of Reform, the House of Commons, and
the country. The attempt utterly failed. Indeed, to
say that it failed is to give an inadequate idea of its
futility. No sooner was it made than it had to be
abandoned. There were no men outside Bedlam who
would undertake to co-operate in such a task.

What was the poor bewildered King to do ? He
could think of nothing, and nothing could be suggested
to him but to send for Lord Grey again, and request
Lord Grey to reconstruct his Ministry and go on with
the Reform Bill. While all this was happening the
public mind -was growing more and more furious and
the popularity of the patriot King had entirely gone
under. William was now denounced every day and
every night in the streets of London, and through all
the great towns of England, Ireland, and Scotland.
When his carnage was seen in the West-end streets
of London it became instantly surrounded by hooting,
hissing, fist-shaking mobs. Indeed, the poor Sovereign
had to be most carefully guarded in order to secure
him against the possibility of some direct personal
attack. Now King William was a brave man, and an
honest man ; and we may be sure that he did not take
any account of the personal danger ; but he had
enjoyed the popularity which came around him of late
years, and it pained him to find himself an object of
distrust and dislike to so large a proportion of his
subjects. What course but one was left for him to
pursue ? He had no taste for the stirring up of a
popular revolution ; and amongst those to whom he
looked for advice he found no trustworthy person who
could counsel him to any such purpose. Wellington,